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in Geneva to-day that preferred Marlborough to fight his pompous war against the crowned heads of Europe, rather than that spiritual unity should be achieved at home. The Whigs were then as prepared to fight for the illusion of a European settlement as to-day they would spill "blood on the more decrepit illusion of world peace. The old Anglo-Saxon idea of a royal settlement or the King's peace, has never tickled the fancy of the Whig. The goodwill of the idealist always reaches far beyond the boundary that he is able to affect. The mission mentality of the rather pathetic Mr. MacDonalds has over a long period in history chafed the village minds of Mr. Baldwin's more realist Tory peasants. It is worth venturing a pertinent question. Did Mr. Baldwin once intend in the face of this age-long clash of outlook to compare the League of Nations with the Presbyterian Church in order to congratulate Scottish students on their common sources at Geneva? He must liave known that Geneva has for centuries been the running sore on European politics. The cradle of individualism, it has poured out as much irruptive matter through its Knoxes and its Rousseaux as Holland through its defenders of the faith and international lawyers. Mr. Baldwin's utterance on this occasion betrayed that he was either a confirmed dilettante or else a philosophic Whig. In connection with the formative period of Tory philosophy, the present Tory leader's attitude to idealistic thought is quite illuminating.
It was to the first large-scale movement of a priori thought in politics that Henry St. John Viscount Boling-broke directed his attentions. The much-maligned philosopher of tlie Tory party was forced by the Whig oligarchs to find some intellectual basis for his beliefs. It has been the fashion for some years now to consider Bolingbroke as superficial and as a thinker who had an axe to grind. That is a perversion of the truth. The thought of few men in its maturity has risen more conspicuously above partisanship. It must be remembered that his critics